Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 90 K, P = 0.0 kPa; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.140; data-to-parameter ratio = 27.2.
In the title compound, C 32 H 28 , the central cyclooctatetraene ring has a boat conformation, and the molecule is saddle shaped. The seat is defined by the mean plane of the four-atom attachment points (r.m.s. deviation = 0.014 Å ) of the two bicycloheptenyl substituents. These substituents comprise the pommel and cantle, with each mean plane defined by four atoms proximate to the seat (r.m.s. deviations = 0.002 and 0.004 Å ). Relative to the seat, the pommel and cantle bend up 31.16 (4) and 29.40 (5) , while the benzo units (flaps, r.m.s. deviations = 0.006 and 0.009 Å ) bend down 36.75 (4) and 38.46 (4) . The mean planes of the dimethylethylidene units are almost perpendicular to the saddle seat, making dihedral angles 86.89 (4) and 88.01 (4) .
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Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq C1 0.51176 (11) 0.54105 (11) (5) 0.0009 (4) 0.0008 (4) 0.0033 (4) C18 0.0127 (5) 0.0165 (5) 0.0137 (5) −0.0011 (4) 0.0013 (4) 0.0024 (4) C19 0.0125 (5) 0.0168 (5) 0.0126 (4) 0.0018 (4) 0.0023 (4) 0.0016 (4) C20 0.0133 (5) 0.0200 (5) 0.0135 (5) −0.0010 (4) −0.0002 (4) 0.0019 (4) C21 0.0173 (5) 0.0150 (5) 0.0150 (5) −0.0015 (4) 0.0004 (4) 0.0007 (4) C22 0.0164 (5) 0.0126 (5) 0.0133 (5) 0.0008 (4) 0.0022 (4) −0.0005 (4) C23 0.0142 (5) 0.0151 (5) 0.0132 (5) −0.0017 (4) 0.0018 (4) −0.0002 (4) C24 0.0127 (5) 0.0152 (5) 0.0129 (4) 0.0009 (4) 0.0003 (4) 0.0012 (4) C25 0.0145 (5) 0.0191 (5) 0.0122 (5) −0.0009 (4) 0.0023 (4) 0.0007 (4) C26 0.0182 (5) 0.0147 (5) 0.0135 (5) −0.0019 (4) 0.0022 (4) 0.0010 (4) C27 0.0185 (5) 0.0215 (6) 0.0145 (5) −0.0058 (4) 0.0018 (4) 0.0025 (4) C28 0.0304 (7) 0.0296 (7) 0.0171 (5) −0.0074 (5) 0.0101 (5) −0.0049 (5) C29 0.0270 (6) 0.0345 (7) 0.0164 (5) −0.0080 (5) −0.0046 (5) 0.0105 (5) C30 0.0197 (5) 0.0214 (6) 0.0130 (5) −0.0072 (4) 0.0016 (4) −0.0001 (4) C31 0.0300 (7) 0.0310 (7) 0.0159 (5) −0.0082 (5) 0.0078 (5) −0.0080 (5) C32 0.0286 (7) 0.0311 (7) 0.0150 (5) −0.0076 (5) −0.0059 (5) 0.0057 (5) Geometric parameters (Å, º) 130.01 (10) C23-C24-H24 116.9 C7-C8-C22 106.74 (9) C25-C24-H24 116.9 C9-C8-C22 122.04 (9) C7-C24-H24 116.9 C10-C9-C14 118.72 (10) C26-C25-C24 107.36 (9) C10-C9-C8 117.34 (10) C26-C25-H25 126.3 C14-C9-C8 123.94 (9) C24-C25-H25 126.3 C11-C10-C9 121.78 (11) C25-C26-C22 106.97 (10) C11-C10-H10 119.1 C25-C26-H26 126.5 C9-C10-H10 119.1 C22-C26-H26 126.5 C10-C11-C12 119.44 (11) C18-C27-C29 122.74 (12) C10-C11-H11 120.3 C18-C27-C28 123.12 (12) C12-C11-H11 120.3 C29-C27-C28 114.14 (11) C13-C12-C11 119.46 (10) C27-C28-H28A 109.5 C13-C12-H12 120.3 C27-C28-H28B 109.5 C11-C12-H12 120.3 H28A-C28-H28B 109.5 C12-C13-C14 121.90 (10) C27-C28-H28C 109.5 C12-C13-H13 119.0 H28A-C28-H28C 109.5 C14-C13-H13 119.0 H28B-C28-H28C 109.5 C13-C14-C9 118.60 (10) C27-C29-H29A 109.5 C13-C14-C15 117.35 (10) C27-C29-H29B 109.5 C9-C14-C15 124.04 (9) H29A-C29-H29B 109.5 C16-C15-C14 131.01 (9) C27-C29-H29C 109.5
